
ELAINE

Elaine became the second storm to reach typhoon force
in the South China Sea within a week. A circulation was
detected in the equatorial trough near Woleai Atoll in the
central Carolines on the 28th. By the 30th, signs of devel-
opment began to appear in satellite pictures as the disturb-
ance passed south of the Palau Islands. Subsequent aircraft
investigation of the system revealed the pre-Elaine system
was still of depression status two days later. However,
the circulation did develop to minimal tropical-storm
strength shortly before she skirted the northern coast of
Samar Island the evening of the 3rd (Figure 5-49).

Crossing the central Philippines at a 13-kt forward
speed, Elaine exited south of Lubang Island 24 hours later.
Extensive crop damage was reported to have been caused during
the typhoon’s transit of the islands. Maximum winds of
SO kt were registered at the Virac station on Catanduanes
Island, while up to 7.8 inches of rainfall was recorded at
Calapan on Mindoro. Calapan also measured the lowest pres-
sure at 981.8 mb.

As an extension of a quasi-stationary trough in the Sea
of Japan began to erode the subtropical ridge over South
China, Elaine began to slow and stall west of Luzon. As
the weak steering currents persisted, the storm drifted in
a general northwestward direction at 4 kt and intensified
to 100 kt (Figure S-50). By the 7th, the ridge began to
rebuild and Elaine swung back to a westerly track skirting
southern Hainan early on October 9th. Dropping to tropical-
storm status, Elaine traversed the Gulf of Tonkin, driving
ashore on the Vietnamese coast north of Dong Hoi. She very
quickly weakened and later dissipated completely over Laos.

During the time frame when Elaine stalled in the South
China Sea, the envelope of gale force winds expanded in
size to 300 n mi in radius with 50-kt winds extending 200
n mi in the southern quadrant. An extensive westerly fetch
existing for several days caused huge waves to strike the
western coastal region of the northern Philippines. Close
to 10,000 persons had to be evacuated from the shore areas.
Destruction due to the heavy seas amounted to 2,400 homes
completely demolished.

The heavy seas were also responsible for a number of
maritime casualties. The Philippine inter-island passenger
ship MV TACLOBAN was sunk in the Tablas Straits with three
persons reported killed. The pump boat SARANEL was capsized
by big waves off the coast of Siguigas Island in the
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FIGURE5-49, ELAINEON 3 OCTOBER,VIEWEDBY ESSA-9AS THE

TROPICALSTORMSTRUCKSAMARISLANDIN THE CENTRALPHILIPPINES,

FIGURE5-50. ESSA-9PHOTOOF TYPHOONELAINEON 6 OCTOBER

DURINGHER QUASI-STATIONARYPERIODWEST OF LUZON{
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Mindano Sea with only four of its thirty passengers
surviving. Immobilized south of the typhoon, the American
ship STEEL VENDOR was run aground on the Loaita Bank in the
South China Sea. In another incident, the sinking
Panamanian tanker MV KEELUNG, some 240 n mi west of Manila,
had to be abandoned by its crew in the heavy seas generated
by Elaine.
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